THE GERMAN LIGHTNING VICTORIES               87

were in no case able to cut their way out to the east. The point is of
capital importance, moreover, in the German scheme of lightning
war.

In the first place, nothing like such mechanized speed had ever
been made before, so that both the Polish Command and the Polish
units were intellectually unprepared. Today it is easy to see the -
thing as a logical development which combined the German infil-
tration tactics of 1917-18 with the Allied tank tactics of the same
two years. The method of driving in deep salients and then connect-
ing their tips in the rear of considerable hostile bodies had been re-
peatedly practiced in Spain. Nevertheless, the bewilderment of the
Polish Command at the mere rapidity of the movements was
natural*

That bewilderment was increased, and indeed the daring envel-
opments were made possible only by the German air supremacy.
The destruction of the Polish Air Force made it difficult for the
Polish High Command to know what was happening, for want of
air reconnaissance, whereas the Germans were fully and constantly
informed. Thus the Polish operations were like those of a partially
blindfolded man. In addition, the German air attack on Polish
communications and marching columns hindered such counter-
measures as the Polish Command might undertake.

Further, an encircled force is at a disadvantage both morally,
technically, and in point of supply. The moral point is as old as
war. If battles were merely mathematical problems, the Roman
center at Cannae would have broken Hannibal's line. Instead the
Romans were so shaken by the din of war all around them that
hardly any escaped. Colin writes that Napoleon's rapid encircling
movements ". . . contributed most to make his attacks overwhelm-
ing. ... At sunrise . . . while the divisions seen the previous eve*
ning renew the fight, suddenly guns thunder behind die Austrians
. . . surprise . . . made terrible. . . .* A Confederate doggerel of
the Civil War, still repeated at the beginning of the century, said:

If you want to see Yankees just tremble with fear,
Tell them that Jeff Davis has got in their rear.

Even if the encircled troops keep their heads, they are tactically em-
bairassed because they must change front under pressure while con-